Pituitary metastasis of thyroid follicular adenocarcinoma--case report.
A rare case of pituitary metastasis of thyroid follicular adenocarcinoma occurred in a 62-year-old female manifesting as left retro-orbital pain and diplopia. Computed tomography and magnetic resonance imaging revealed a tumor in the pituitary fossa extending to the left cavernous sinus, sphenoid sinus, and prepontine cistern, destroying the upper portion of the clivus. An asymptomatic thyroid mass, probably malignant, was also found. She also had an incidental small meningioma in the posterior fossa. The pituitary tumor was partially removed, and the thyroid and posterior fossa tumors were totally removed in two operations. Both pituitary and thyroid tumors were verified to be follicular adenocarcinoma. Postoperatively, she developed panhypopituitarism for which cortisol and thyroxine replacement therapy was necessary. Three years after first therapy, she was alive but her symptoms did not improve.